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Overview

Description of our operation
Data Collection and Research

mpact of Data-Driven Decisions on
Commercial Cow/Calf Production
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Data Collection and Research




American Hereford Association’s
National Reference Sire Program

Bulls nominated by members

60 straws of semen from each bull randomly
used to inseminate our commercial cows

Reference sire
Large contemporary groups

Birth, weaning, yearling, carcass, and intake
data

Calving rate and udder scores for dams




Wjarmes

NRSP Data Release from

Olsen Ranch

Below are the National Reference
Sire Program (NRSP) results from
2015-bam calves at Olsen Ranch

in Harrisurg, Neb. Because of
partnerships between the American
Hereford Association (AHA) and

various test herds like Olsen’s, breeders  and give ssedsodk and commercial

canmake betterinformed selection breeders alike proof that Hereford

decidons relative to traits of irteres, genetics are profitable. Likewise,
Ultimately the Assodation’s goal proven sres are evaluated in this tes to

is to identify young sres that can further validate their values and to give

positively affed the marketplace the young sires comparison with the

Hereford population.

Table 1: 2015 Olsen feed effic

.
Sie name Reg. no. ol

the expected progeny differences
(EPDs) for siresused, along with the
phenctypes of progeny evaluated inthe
test. Also listed, in Table 1, are irtake
and gain data for the test cattle, along
with calculated feed converson results.
The adjused FG feedto-gain) ratio
takes into acoount body weight.

The EPD profiles of the sres used
reflect the phenctypes of progeny from
the Olsen test and are from the most
recent Pan-American Cattle Evaluation
(PACE) released Jan. 15, 2017,

In summary, in Table 3, of the 243
evaluated ontes, 5% cof the cattle
graded Choice or better and had
W) an average yield grade of 3.8, Even
bk | 406 | bk | 5 | wonk | PG | p | Tcre impresdve is that 65% cf the

JSVISHIT RED 211231 B3N | BS

cattle graded in the upper twothirds

CBR2944YBENEFKIAL3048 | B417H5 | 29

1] 5% Slem | 7| 4¥ 1 of Chaice. On average, test cattle
7|57 | M| 4R | 7 | 484 | 6| consamed 25.9 Ib. per day on a dry

EFBEEF NOY3 PROFICIENT 2056 | 828625 | %9

5 | sz [ 3]s [ 16 | 51| 12| matter bass, gained 5.3 Ib. per day and

FIF PRIME PRODUCT 262 By | M9

3| 5@ 3 am [ 2 | am corwerted at 4.9:1.

GENOA FOREMOST1 2140 B3pss | X8

Thess resilts show procf Hersford
| 5@ 4158 |1 | 4% genetics can wark in all segments

GERBER ANODYNEOD A B4 | X7

CSURAMDOMINATOR4X3 | L5312 | %5

0| 5z 6| am [ o | 4w represented, 12 rank in the top 20% of

H&BSENTINELDD42X /10745 | Be

2
7
6 | 558 T 46 | 4| 440 3 of the industry. Of the 16 sires
8
4

the treed for both Certified Hereford
2| sw | o) 48 || S || 41 Besf Index (CHB$) and Baldy

KB L1 DOMIND €65 RETRES | Kh

2| 5% | 747 |10 | 50 | M| Matemal Index (BMI$), conclading

LIS MARK DOMINO 1321 L3wag | %7

W 5 8 | SB [12 | 520 | 13 | that sireslike thess can produce the

OR3575 HUSKER N151 ET BALTS | %6

B | 5% | 12| 57 | 13 | 535 | 16 | desired replacement females and

OR3575 HUSKER N162 ET BAETS | %6

profitable feeder cattle, alike.
L 24| 9% 1 @ || 4% L For those breeders interested in

S8 | W0 | 4% [T | 4% | 10 | participating in the NRSE, please refer

s | 16 | 5o [ g | sas | s visit Hergford org/NRSF. Nominations

BOYD BIG FED 2024 BB | X3
SHF ARROW P2 267 [ | 81
SHF ALLAMERICAN LG A70 B | X7
TFLYEET TESTED 4003 B | X0 53 9 | 49 6 | 433 9

are due March 1. HW

9
4 | 515 [ 14| 48 54w m to the nomination form on Page 9 or
5
]

Table 2: 2015-born steer calvesat Olsen Ranch

sbedweltahereford org

American Hereford

Association National
Reference Sire Program

Responsibilities of Test Hard:

* Select from nominated bulls

* Contact bull owner for semen
shipping instructions

* Breed 5560 cowsat a mndom
rrating across genotypes

* Breed 30 cows to one reference sire
that has been tested in previous years
fat the cost of the test herd, seren
and shipping ata commencil rate)

* Provide complete data on National
Reference Sire Program (NRSP) formns

* Breeding data: Cow ID), spedfic
breed makeup {based on percent),
age of cow at breeding time,
date bred and sire used

* Birth data: Galf ID, date of birth,
weight and a@lving ease soore

* Weaning data: Galf ID, date
weaned and weight

« Interim data: Galf ID, date, weight

+ Carcass data: GaIf ID, @rass weight,
rmarbling seore, fat thickness, ribeye
area, internal fat and yield grade

« Test herd must provide at
least 59% conception rate

« Test herd must retain ownership or
partnershipat 509 or greater on
a@ttle until they have been harvested

Test Herd Cost:

* All costs will be covered by test herd

* Test herd will pay for thereference
sire semen forthe 30 cows, and
shipping sermen will be priced ata
ammerdal rate, data colledtion will
be paid by test herd onall cattle

Responsibilities of Bull Owner:

* Nominate bulls for test sire

* Nominate bulls to Amerian Hereford
Association (AHA) by March 1,2017

* Furnish 75 straws of semenand
pay shipping cost to test herds

* Payfeesas required

Bull Owner Cost:

+ Semen and shipment of semen

* Paythe test herd fee per bull tested
when semen is shipped — contact
Shane Bedwell for details

Responsibilities of AHA:
* Receive dataand report all dats back
o bull owner and to test herd

There will be no cost to thetest herd or
the bull owner for the data reporting

Banefits of Tast Siras:

* Obraining high accuracy @reass EPDs
(expecred progeny differences)

+ Obtaining performance data
compared to other sires tested
in herd contemporaries

* Opportunity to market semen
as a NRSP reference sire, after

i and selected

8 HEREMRE WIREB/ February 2017

* Opportunity to test sires next to the
top Hereford genetics inthe breed HW

NI How | sch | tnd | o
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Performance with Purpose
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Data Statistics

 AHA National Reference Sire Program
—Over 230 sires tested
—Over 11,000 progeny with data

* QOlsen Steers tested in GrowSafe facility
— 85 sires
— 2000 steer progeny




Impact of Data-Driven Decisions on
Commercial Cow/Calf Production




Olsen Al Sired Hereford Steers
Marbling Score
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Cow Requirements

* A cow must convert the forage resource she is
given to a high value calf.







Cow Requirements

Must grow enough early to get pregnant early
for her first calf

Low rates of dystocia
Rebreed annually for multiple years

Produce pounds of a marketable calf
— Minimal sickness

— Efficient growing calf

— High quality beef product at harvest







Commercial Sector
Management

Match genetics to your goals and resources
More Growth equals ?

— Breed trends versus Feedlot or Commercial
cow/calf performance

More Milk equals ?

— Weaning rate

— Breed trends

More Muscle equals ?




Commercial Sector Demands

Performance oriented cattle that fit the
commercial sector’s resources

Acceptable EPD range for birth and growth
traits

Problem free

Functional and adaptable to resources
— Rocks, fescue, short grass, or heat
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Douglas Olsen
Olsen Ranches, Inc.
2322 Road 14
Harrisburg, Nebraska 69345
www.olsenranches.com
dolsenfamily@gmail.com
(308) 641-1273 (cell)





