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The mission of the American Shorthorn Association is to serve 
and empower the members, protect the integrity of the 
herdbook and database; enhance and communicate the value 
of the Shorthorn breed, and expand the use of Shorthorn 
genetics in the U.S. beef industry.

Be recognized as the preferred British breed that creates 
profitability and embraces innovation in beef cattle 
production while honoring the rich history and tradition of the 
Shorthorn family. 
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Top Ten States for Registrations

1. Ohio – 1,587
2. Indiana – 1,359
3. Wisconsin – 1,007
4. Kansas – 1,005
5. Iowa – 989
6. Illinois – 961
7. Oklahoma – 885
8. Minnesota – 865
9. Missouri – 668
10. South Dakota – 640 

65% of Total 
Registrations
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• The early discount fee deadline is Jan 25 – $18

• The Regular fee deadline is March 31 – $24

• The Late fee for WHR Assessments is April 1 – $30

• Membership becomes Delinquent on April 1 

• TOC breeders must rejoin as WHR Breeders



• A registration number (or recorded ‘U’) number

• Required for DNA  testing 

• Breeders need blood/hair cards or TSU on hand

• The barcode is mandated for approval 

• Breeders send the samples directly to Neogen lab

• Print the Approved form, send with sample to the lab



Register Progeny from Bulls 
Born after Jan 1, 2022

➢  Progeny from Bulls born after Jan. 1, 2022

• The sire needs a 100K test so progeny can 

be registered

• 100K includes Genomics & Parentage

• Calves born late in the fall of 2023 or in 

2024 will be the first whose sires would 

be required to be DNA tested



• ASA Board and Staff

• Dr. Tom Field – Bryce Schumann

• Initiatives 

• Increase Revenue to Enhance and Develop 
    Core Business Opportunities

• Create a Better –Equipped Breeder and Motivated 
breeder

• Build A High Brand Equity for ASA and the Shorthorn 
Breed

• Establish Shorthorn as the Preferred Breed for 
Commercial Crossbreeding



Those that Attended
One of the Best Educational Sessions 

• Genomics – Meat Business – Carcass Sizes
• Marketing – Photos –Do’s and Don’ts

• Pullout in Sept Magazine – QR to Videos



• $CPI – Cow Productivity Index
▪ New Maternal Index

• $F – FeedLot Updated

• $BMI – Balanced Merit Index
▪ Rebranded No Trait Changes

• $CEZ – Calving Ease Index – No Changes

Updated and New ASA Indexes Presented



EPD $CEZ $BMI $CPI $Feed
CED X X X X
WW X X X
YW X X X X

MILK X X
CEM X X
STAY X
CW X X
REA X X

MARB X X
FAT X X

Indexes Showing Traits Included



Multi-Breed Data Bank

❑ Over 21 Breed Registries

❑ Over 21 Million Records

❑ 21,450,866 BSHUSA data Base
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ASA Research Projects

➢ Genomic Enhanced Heifer Project

• Genomics on the Females

•  Ultrasound Data on Replacement Females

• Increase in Activity This Past Year
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Shorthorn Foundation

• Youth Development Fund

• Youth Scholarships

• Junior National Salesmanship

• Sponsorship of the Summit Conference

• Sponsoring some research and breed promotion activities



New 501 (c) (3)

SYDF Board Members

Jeff Aegerter, President

• Nancy Grathwohl Heter

• Lee Miller

• Montie Soules

• Julie French

• Jerry Nickel

• Kevin Wendt



• Support Junior National

• Junior National cost is now over $350,000

• Paid by Sponsorships and Donations

• Budget 2025 Junior National $365,000

• Contributed $140,000 to the 2024 Junior National

• Goal of a Million Dollars.



• Shorthorn Royal Society

• 50% of Live Animal

• 100% of Genetic Lot

• Red White & Roan Club

• Annual Pledge

• Payable in Digital Beef



Shorthorn Show Committee

• Elected from Exhibitors
• 5 Members Elected with Term Limits

• 3 Members Placed by Number of Animals Shown

• Chair and Vice Chair Appointed by ASA Board 

• Select Judges for Shows

• Make Suggestions for Show Rules



Super National Shows: Cattlemen’s Congress, NAILE

National Shows: Fort Worth Stock Show, American Royal, Keystone, 
National Western and Dixie National.



October 1, 2024

To All Shorthorn Breeders and Exhibitors:

The American Shorthorn Association (ASA) Board of Directors recently spent considerable time 
discussing an issue that is threatening the integrity of the show ring—breeders incorrectly aging their 
animals to compete in Shorthorn-sanctioned shows. The practice of registering animals with incorrect 
birthdates has become more frequent and troubling, and this is simply unacceptable.

As an Association, we must protect the integrity of our breed and ensure that our show ring reflects 
the highest standards of honesty and sportsmanship. The message we want to send to the industry, 
and especially to new exhibitors, is clear: misrepresentation will not be tolerated within our ranks.

The ASA Board is actively researching technologies and solutions to identify animals that have been 
misrepresented. We are committed to ensuring that the show ring remains a place where ethical 
practices prevail, and true excellence can be recognized. In the meantime, the ASA Board is sending a 
clear directive to judges officiating at national and ASA-sanctioned shows. If a judge identifies an 
animal that appears to be misrepresented in age, they have the full support of the ASA Board and 
staff to place that animal accordingly.

This issue must be addressed, and we are putting all exhibitors on notice. The ASA Board and staff are 
dedicated to resolving this problem, ensuring that the Shorthorn breed is represented fairly in the 
show ring. Together, we will uphold the values that define our breed and maintain the integrity of 
Shorthorn shows.

Sincerely approved by,

The American Shorthorn Association Board of Directors
The ASA Show Committee

Statement for Shorthorn Judges of all 
National Shorthorn Shows 

Approved by the ASA Board of Directors 
on September 20, 2024

Ratified by the ASA Show Committee, 
October 1, 2024

The American Shorthorn Association 
provides current individual animal EPDs 
for all National Shorthorn Shows, which 
the judges may use at their discretion.

The American Shorthorn Association 
Board of Directors fully supports the 
decisions made by judges in the show 
ring. While we do not wish to influence 
how a judge evaluates the show, we want 
to assure judges that the Association will 
stand behind their placements if they 
suspect an animal's age is misrepresented 
based on a mature appearance. 

Integrity in the show ring is a priority, and 
we trust judges to make fair and informed 
decisions.

(Judges should be contacted prior to the 

show with the above statements. 

Including an example Judge EPD sheet 

they will receive at the show) 



•  2 Super National Shows 

•  5 National Shows

•  7  Shows count for National Show Points



• Designed by Committee and Staff

• Genotypic & Phenotypic evaluated separately 

• Judges will place performance data before the show

• Judges will place phenotype in class / no information

• Three Judges used

• 50%/50% Each score added together for Class Winners

• Three-man Judging System used after classes placed

• Performance Information Given / Div. & Champions



• All Animals Have Submitted DNA for GE EPDS

• All Animals Must Have WW and YW Recorded 

• Top Two In Each Class Will Be Placed

• Purebred Shorthorns only

• Added to The 2025 Junior National 

• Changes – One Judge



Digital Beef Online Registry

• AI sire Qualified

• Non-certificated Bull

• Donor Dam Qualified

• Genomic Tested

• GE-EPDS 



Staff Industry Service Positions 
• National Livestock Pedigree Council

• Montie Soules, Vice President

• Heather Lange, Member

• Beef Improvement Federation

• Matt Woolfolk is serving on the Board of Directors

• Livestock Publications Council

• Shelby Diehm, LPC Board of Directors, Co-Chair Awards

• 2025 Steering Committee, LPC Engagement Committee,

• Neogen Breed Forum
• Heather Lange, Wade Minihan



Staff Industry Service Positions 

American Royal Committees
• American Royal Livestock Committee 

• Cassie Reid, Wade Minihan, Montie Soules

• Ethics Committee
• Chair, Montie Soules

• Education Committee - Competition Committee
• Wade Minihan

• Welcome Committee - Steer Show
• Cassie Reid



2025 NCBA 
Convention & 
Trade Show
February  3 – 7 

San Antonio, TX

ASA Sponsors Booth

IGS Partners Collaborate

Over 8,000 Cattlemen 

and Women Attend



“INNOVATION DISTINGUISHES

 BETWEEN BEING A 

LEADER OR A FOLLOWER”

-Steve Jobs



“What Happened Yesterday is 

History. What Happens 

Tomorrow is a Mystery. 

“WHAT WE DO TODAY 

MAKES A DIFFERENCE.” 

Nick Saban



Doing the RIGHT 
thing for the 

future…
May not always be doing the 

popular thing today.



The Future Belongs

To Those Who Build It



Kansas City, Missouri | October 2024
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